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The Controlled Substances (Poisons) Regulation 2011, sub regulation 18(3) provides authorisation for
a registered health practitioner determined by the Minister, to administer vaccine without a medical
order. The authorisation is conditional to the administration being in accordance the Vaccine
Administration Code (Code) as published by the South Australian Department for Health and
Wellbeing (the Department).

To meet all requirements of sub regulation 18(3) a vaccine must be administered by:

a class of health practitioner approved by the Minister, and

the health practitioner must have successfully completed an approved immunisation training
program, and

the vaccine is administered by a health practitioner working for an organisation that is approved
by the Minister, and

the vaccine is administered as part of a specified immunisation program.

Registered nurses, midwives, pharmacists and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health
Practitioners (ATSIHPS) are classes of health professionals recognised in the Code.

The approved immunisation training/education programs for health professionals recognised through
the Code are published on the

Registered nurses, midwives, pharmacists and ATSIHPs must have completed an approved
immunisation education program as listed on the

To be able to administer COVID-19 vaccines, registered nurses, midwives, pharmacists and ATSIHPs
must have completed an approved COVID-19 Immunisation Education Program.

From 1 October 2023, the Australian Government, Department of Health and Aged Care no longer
provide the COVID-19 Vaccine Training Modules and the COVID-19 learning platform will be closed.

SA Health produced and published a COVID-19 Immunisation Education Program as a replacement
course and any new health practitioner to the COVID-19 vaccination program must complete this
program as an approved program of study.

Depending on the type of health practitioner and which approved education program has been
completed, specific age ranges apply for vaccine administration. The age specific ranges are listed as
conditions in the Vaccine Administration Code.

Adrenaline 1:1000 solution for injection is not listed because it is an S3 poison (Pharmacist Only
Medicine). The authorisation under regulation 18(3) of the Controlled Substances (Poisons)
Regulations 2011 applies to the administration of S4 drugs.


https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/about+us/legislation/controlled+substances+legislation/vaccine+administration+code
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/about+us/legislation/controlled+substances+legislation/vaccine+administration+code
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Yes. A registered health practitioner can administer adrenaline 1:1000 injection without a written or
verbal instruction from a medical practitioner. The administration of adrenaline injection should be in
accordance with the clinical guidelines in the current online edition of the Australian Immunisation
Handbook.

Local Health Networks (LHNs) that are a part of SA Health such as incorporated hospitals, SA
Ambulance Service (SAAS), councils and council subsidiaries do not need to apply for approval under
the regulations.

All other organisations employing the classes of authorised registered health practitioners to deliver
immunisation programs under the Code without a medical order require approval by the Minister.

Pharmacies

Pharmacies must complete the application form Application for approval as an organisation delivering
immunisation programs, available at
, with the proprietor of the organisation signing the Executive Declaration.

In addition, pharmacies will need to apply to register with the Australian Immunisation Register. See

Approved pharmacies and organisations are listed on the

Other organisations including Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations

Organisations employing authorised registered health practitioners to deliver immunisation programs
without a medical order require approval from the Minister.

The outlines the requirements to
become, or continue as, an approved organisation.

The minimum requirements, as listed in Section 2 of the information guide, must be in place to
support the delivery of safe, high-quality immunisation services by authorised registered health
practitioners.

Organisations must be able to demonstrate independent accreditation to an appropriate quality
standard recognised by SA Health.

Vaccines are to be administered as part of specified immunisation programs. The specified
immunisation programs are published on the

Vaccine administration for the specified immunisation programs must be in accordance with the
current recommendations as published in the online


https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/clinical+resources/clinical+programs+and+practice+guidelines/immunisation+for+health+professionals/approved+organisations+for+delivering+specified+immunisation+programs/approved+organisations+for+delivering+specified+immunisation+programs
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/clinical+resources/clinical+programs+and+practice+guidelines/immunisation+for+health+professionals/approved+organisations+for+delivering+specified+immunisation+programs/approved+organisations+for+delivering+specified+immunisation+programs
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/im004
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/im004
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/clinical+resources/clinical+programs+and+practice+guidelines/immunisation+for+health+professionals/approved+organisations+for+delivering+specified+immunisation+programs/approved+organisations+for+delivering+specified+immunisation+programs?finderTab=tab-2
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/d5e97159-2a7c-4675-b9c9-b11b7e7c7dad/CDCB_InfoGuide_OrgsDeliveringImmProgs_August2021.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-d5e97159-2a7c-4675-b9c9-b11b7e7c7dad-nKPlngY
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/about+us/legislation/controlled+substances+legislation/vaccine+administration+code
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/
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No. Vaccines such as hepatitis A may not be administered for the purpose of travel as this is not from
part of a specified immunisation program.

Tetanus containing vaccines cannot be administered for the treatment of a tetanus prone wound as a
medical consultation is required.

No. A registered nurse authorised to initiate a vaccination under the Code cannot delegate the
administration of vaccine to an unauthorised registered health practitioner.

Yes. Provisionally registered pharmacists may administer vaccines in accordance with the following
requirements:

The vaccination may be given where the supervising pharmacist provides direct supervision to the
provisionally registered pharmacist

The supervising pharmacist is a registered pharmacist with general designation who has
completed an approved training program for provision of immunisation services

The vaccination is provided as part of an approved immunisation program

The supervising pharmacist and the provisionally registered pharmacist are providing the
vaccination on behalf of an approved pharmacy/organisation

The supervising pharmacist and the provisionally registered pharmacist need to meet all the
requirements of the Vaccine Administration Code.

No. While student pharmacists are not precluded from enrolling and completing an immunisation
training program, this does not meet the legislative requirements of the Code.

The Code applies to health practitioners who are registered under the Health Practitioner Regulation
National Law to practice as a health profession, other than as a student.

Yes. Provisionally registered pharmacists may administer vaccines in accordance with the following
requirements:

The vaccination may be given where the supervising pharmacist provides direct supervision to the
provisionally registered pharmacist

The supervising pharmacist is a registered pharmacist with general designation who has
completed an approved training program for provision of immunisation services
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The vaccination is provided as part of an approved immunisation program

The supervising pharmacist and the provisionally registered pharmacist are providing the
vaccination on behalf of an approved pharmacy/organisation

The supervising pharmacist and the provisionally registered pharmacist need to meet all the
requirements of the Code.

A Pharmacy Vaccination Program is defined as an authorised health practitioner, working for an
organisation that is approved by the Minister under a pharmacy approval, who is administering
vaccines to the eligible cohorts as published on

No. Aboriginal Health Workers and Aboriginal Community Workers are not registered health
practitioners and cannot administer prescription medicines including vaccines.

No. The Code applies to specified classes of registered health practitioners only.

Yes.

Clinical information and advice are available from expert immunisation nurses in the Immunisation
Section, Communicable Disease Control Branch (CDCB). The Immunisation Section can be
contacted on 1300 232 272 business days 9.00 am — 5.00 pm.

For more information

Immunisation Section
Disease Prevention and Control

Communicable Disease Control Branch

11 Hindmarsh Square, Adelaide, SA 5000 Government
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